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Beatrix Potter visits library
BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

On March 10, in the downstairs 
meeting room of the Paris Public Li-
brary, 35 people saw a remarkable ex-
hibition by Debra Ann Miller regarding 
the adventures of Beatrix Potter, the 
creator of the Peter Rabbit stories. 

Miller’s personification truly rep-
resented the writer and artist and she 
used a bit of archaic English language to 
enhance her performance. The program 
introduced the audience to a bit of Pot-
ter’s pictures and stories and then went 
on to tell about Potter’s life, including a 
surprising tale of a grandfather eating 
snails as he strolled the gardens.  

Beatrix Potter was born in London, 
which was not her favorite place, and 
loved to explore the countryside when 
she had a chance to make her escape 
from London. Miller also explained as 
a growing girl, Potter found the com-
mon people were more interesting to 
visit with than some of her elite family 
members.

Some of Potter’s first drawings were 
of the animals she kept in the school-
room of her home. There were rab-
bits, hedgehogs, frogs and mice. Mill-
er showed the audience several of the 
sketches of these animals during her 
presentation. One sketch depicted one 
of the bats Potter’s brother kept for her. 

“The Tale of Peter Rabbit” was an 
outgrowth of a letter Potter sent to 
Noel, a sick son of her former govern-
ess Annie, in 1893. Before the story be-
came a success, Potter had a scientific 
paper presented to the Linnean Society 
about the germination of fungi spores 
in 1897. She was not allowed to present 
the paper because she was not a gentle-
man and women were not supposed to 
do such things. 

The author was quite a naturalist 
and that enhanced the scientific writ-
ings and drawings as well as her stories 
about the animals around her. Potter 
later borrowed the letter sent to the sick 
boy and expanded it to become a little 
booklet for children. 

Potter self-published the story in 
1901. When 200 copies sold she pub-
lished another 200. The Frederick 
Warne publishing company finally took 
interest in 1902, but before agreeing to 
a deal, Potter stipulated the book must 
use colored illustrations.

The Warne edition was so successful 
it had to be reprinted six times, selling 
50,000 copies. They were small books 
so a child could hold them and eventu-
ally Potter wrote 27 other stories about 
the pets she loved so much. 

She even had a head for business and 
made stuffed rabbits to go along with 
her books. These were registered at the 
Patent Office.

Potter liked to stay with her uncle 
and fell in love with Hilltop Farm in the 
Lake area of Northern England. Her 
parents were besides themselves with 

what their daughter chose to do and 
disapproved of her messing with the 
wildlife and flora she loved so well. 

Potter used a secret code to record 
her data to prevent her parents from 
interfering with her writing and her life. 
At one time when Potter was recover-
ing from a sickness, they were surprised 
to see her out in the pigsty drawing a 
pig.

At the end of the performance, Mill-
er held a question and answer session. 
She used modern American language 
which brought the audience to realize 
she was presenting facts about her life 
as well as Potter’s. She said the coded 
journal Potter used was not found and 
decoded until 1958. She also related as 
Potter grew older she had the feeling 
that time went by faster and faster. 

Potter was engaged to Norman 
Warne, one of her publishers, but he 
died of leukemia before the marriage. 
She married William Heelis when she 
was 47 years old. He definitely was a 
kindred spirit who approved of her 
works and was also her solicitor.

As Potter grew older she bought Hill-
top Farm and several other farms in the 
High Country. She developed an in-
terest in Hardwick sheep and the wool 
they produced and became the first 
woman president of that sheep associ-
ation. During World War I, an airplane 
plant was erected near her farm, which 
she disliked because the airplanes fly-
ing overhead disrupted the peace of her 
sheep. That was solved when a storm 
ruined the plants buildings and hangers 
and the Royal Air Force did not rebuild. 

Despite her fame as a children’s au-
thor, Potter liked children from a dis-
tance. She was apprehensive about 

children walking on her stone fences 
because they might disturb the moss 
and flora growing on them.

At her death in 1943, Potter left sever-
al thousand acres to the National Trust 
to insure the natural setting. Hilltop is 
being renovated and many tourists now 
visit the village near that farm.

Miller became interested in present-
ing plays about famous women in histo-
ry while attending college. This portray-
er of the fine arts writes her own scripts 
and makes her own costumes, which is 

Equal work, pay and life
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s landmark opinions on women’s rights shifted American law
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From her lively questions 
to her scathing legal writing to 
her black velvet dissent collar 
she wears to indicate her disap-
proval of an opinion, Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg has built her career 
on the fight for women’s rights.

Before her days as a judge, 
she acted as general counsel 
for the American Civil Liber-
ties Unionn (ACLU), where 
she argued over 300 gender 
discrimination cases — six 
before the Supreme Court — 
and cofounded the ACLU’s 
Women’s Rights Project. As 
a civilian, Ginsburg earned a 
reputation as a dogged advo-
cate for gender equality. As a 
judge — first during 13 years 
as a U.S. Court of Appeals 

judge then during 25 years as a 
Supreme Court Justice — she 
has built upon that legacy.

Though she had a lifelong 
interest in gender equality, she 
was warned that to pursue a le-
gal career that hinged on fight-
ing discrimination against 
women was a nonstarter. 

“The concern was that if 
a woman was doing gender 
equality, her chances of mak-
ing it to tenure in the law 
school were diminished,” she 
told the New York Times’ 
Philip Galanes in 2015. “It was 
considered frivolous.”

Nevertheless, since being 
appointed Associate Justice by 
President Bill Clinton in 1993, 
Ginsburg has authored nearly 
200 opinions — and broken 
new ground for gender equali-
ty in the United States.

EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER LAW 
Ginsburg took advantage 

of prior civil rights rulings on 
race — and male plaintiffs — 
to help illustrate why the Su-
preme Court should end gen-
der discrimination. Many of 
her cases hinged on the Four-
teenth Amendment’s Equal 
Protection Clause, which 
provides that people shall be 
equally protected by U.S. laws. 
Through a barrage of smaller 
cases, she chipped away at dis-
criminatory laws.

But it was Reed v. Reed, a 
1971 case for which Ginsburg 
wrote the plaintiff ’s brief, that 
relied on the 14th Amend-
ment. A minor, Richard Lynn 
Reed, known as “Skip,” died 
and his mother wanted to be 
designated as administrator of 
his estate. Sally and her hus-

band, Cecil Reed, had separat-
ed. Despite Sally filing a peti-
tion first, Cecil’s application 
was automatically approved 
because of an Idaho statute 
stating, “males must be pre-
ferred to females,” when there 
was more than one qualified 
person available to administer 
someone’s estate.

Ginsburg argued this vi-
olated the Equal Protection 
Clause. The Supreme Court 
unanimously agreed and 
struck down the Idaho statute. 
It was the first time the Court 
had ever applied the Equal 
Protection Clause to a law that 
discriminated on the basis of 
gender.

DISCRIMINATION HURT MEN TOO
Another case that hinged 

on gender discrimination 

and government benefits was 
Frontiero v. Richardson. The 
1973 case was the first Gins-
burg argued before the Su-
preme Court. When a woman 
in the U.S. Air Force applied 
for benefits for her dependent 
husband, she was told she had 
have to prove he was a de-
pendent, even though men in 
the Air Force did not have to 
prove their wives were depen-
dent on them.

In an amicus brief, Gins-
burg used the statute to argue 
that gender-based discrimi-
nation hurt men, too. “Why,” 
she asked the Court during 
oral arguments, “did the fram-
ers of the 14th Amendment 
regard racial [discrimination] 
as odious? Because a person’s 
skin color bears no necessary 

See GINSBURG, Page 4B
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Actress Debra Ann Miller portrays Beatrix Potter, with props that show drawings 
and a plush Peter Rabbit to the group of 35 people at Paris Library.

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

“The Tale of Peter Rabbit,” published in 
1902, was a major success for F. Warne 
and Company, selling more than 50,000 
copies and launching Beatrix Potter’s 
career as a children’s author and illus-
trator. The book has sold worldwide and 
never gone out of print.

See POTTER, Page 4B
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Since the opening of 
the first modern Olympic 
Games in 1896, the inter-
national sports competi-
tion has only been canceled 
three times: once during 
World War I (1916) and 
twice during World War 
II (1940, 1944). Until the 
2020 COVID-19 outbreak, 
which postponed the Sum-
mer Olympic games for a 
year, the Olympics weath-
ered politically charged 
boycotts and two separate 
terrorist attacks without 
being canceled or post-
poned during peacetime. 

The 1916 Olympics 
were supposed to be host-
ed by the German Empire, 
which had built an impres-
sive 30,000-seat stadium 
in Berlin for the event. But 
with the outbreak of war 
in 1914, and the eventual 
involvement of so many 
nations who sent athletes 
to the Olympics, the 1916 
games were scrapped. 

1920: GERMANY DISINVITED
The 1920 games in An-

twerp, Belgium, were the 
first in which a nation was 
actively disinvited. Germa-
ny was blamed for starting 
World War I, and even 
though the country was 
under a new government 
— known as the Weimar 
Republic — Belgian, and 
later French Olympic offi-
cials banned German ath-
letes from participating in 
both the 1920 and 1924 
Olympics. 

Twenty years after the 
canceled 1916 games, Ger-
many was again due to host 
the Olympics in 1936, this 
time under the Nazi flag. 
In America, a coalition of 
Jewish and Catholic groups 
called on the U.S. Olympic 
Committee to boycott the 
games, but was ignored by 
the committee president 
Avery Brundage, a pro-
fessed Germanophile.

WORLD WAR II LEADS TO 
CANCELLATIONS

The last time the Olym-
pics were canceled was 
during World War II. The 
1940 summer and win-
ter Olympics were both 
scheduled to be held in 
Japan, the first non-West-
ern country to host the 
games, but Japan forfeited 
its rights in 1937 when it 
went to war with China. 
The 1940 games were ini-
tially rebooked for Helsin-
ki, Finland, in the summer 
and the German town of 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen in 
the winter, but finally can-
celed in 1939 with Hitler’s 
invasion of Poland. 

London was supposed 
to host the 1944 summer 
Olympics, but those were 
summarily canceled due 
to the ongoing war. Same 
for the 1944 winter games 
in Cortina d’Ampezzo, 
Italy. London eventually 
hosted the 1948 games but 
banned German and Japa-
nese athletes from partici-
pation. 

Since its inception in 
1894, the International 
Olympic Committee has 
claimed to be an apolitical 
and neutral body with 
the mission to promote 

Olympics 
disrupted
Games previously 
only delayed by 
war and terrorism

See OLYMPICS, Page 4B

If we remain too serious 
for too long, we tend to 
look ahead with a morbid 
feeling 
about 
what is 
going to 
happen. 
Of course, 
we don’t 
really 
know for 
sure, but 
life goes 
on one 
way or 
another.

 I try to think of the 
times of the past when 
our family was growing 
up and things took a turn 
toward a supposed serious 
event. Sometimes an event 
considered ordinary and 
halfway serious turns out 
to tickle our fancy. 

During our camping 
trips when Rosie and I 
and our girls were on the 
first day of one of those 
marvelous adventures, 
we always anticipated 
three things going wrong 
because we knew then it 
was OK to look forward to 
the rest of the trip. 

It might be a scenar-
io something like this: 
When we got to the end 
of our lane one of the girls 
knocked on the window 
between the truck and our 
slide-in camper and said 
we forgot the dog’s leash. 
That was number one. 

When we got to Paris 
Rosie asked me if I shut 
off the mail yesterday, and 
when we finally got out of 
town we noticed we hadn’t 
bought any stuff to keep 
the stool fresh. That was 
when the crinkles of my 
forehead quit wrinkling 
and I said, “You know it’s 
time to laugh.”

Those three little things 
didn’t spoil our trip 
because we stopped and 
went back up the lane 
and got the jim-dandy 
dog leash for our poodle. 
When we finally got to 
town I stopped at the post 
office and shut off our 
mail. The third problem 
we solved when got to our 

We all 
need to 
lighten up 
a little bit  

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!
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pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract 
required from ADT Pulse + Video: $59.99 per month, ($2,159.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). Doorbell camera may not be available in all areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must 
be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees 
may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/
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LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-271-5617
Ask about same-day 

installation! 
Reply By 

April 15, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1 

home security company in the U.S. 

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
 VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM  
New customers only. Early termination 

fee applies. Installation starts 
 at $99 with 36 month
                monitoring agreement.  
                See all offer details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD 
From Protect Your Home 
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS 
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL 
—$139 Value
DOORBELL CAMERA 
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all offer details below.
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CALL TODAY! Plus ... Switch to DISH and

GET A FREE $100 GIFT CARD

DISH is ranked #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction by JD Power and 

our customers for  a second
year in a row!*

FREE FREE

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. 
more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

$19./mo.
99

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

VOICE 
REMOTE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICES

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires * Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED YOUR DEVICES

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST

Terms and conditions apply. Call for details.

Promo Code: DISH100

O�er for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions: Quali�cation:  Advertised price requires credit quali�cation and 24-month commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit quali�cation. O�er 
ends 7/15/20. 2-Year Commitment:  Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $59.99 advertised price:  America's Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart 
DVR for 1 TV.  Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($74.99 for AT120+, $84.99 for AT200, $94.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality 
may be $10-$15). Regional Sports: RSN Surcharge up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change):  Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming 
(including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels:  3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Remote: The DISH Voice Remote with the Google 
Assistant requires internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature. The Google Assistant Smart Home features require Google account and compatible devices. Google is a trademark of Google LLC. Other: All 
packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected, you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday 
prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. * DISH Network received the highest score in the Nation in the J. D. Power 2018-2019 U. S. Residential Provider Satisfaction Studies of 
customers satisfaction with their current television provider. Visit jdpower.com/awards. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee. Gift Card terms and conditions apply, call for full details.

where available

relationship to ability. Similar-
ly...a person’s sex bears no nec-
essary relationship to ability.”

A plurality of the Supreme 
Court found the benefit pol-
icy violated the Constitution 
and argued that, because of 
the United States’ long history 
of gender-based discrimina-
tion, the court should use a 
strict standard of judicial scru-
tiny for laws that used sex as a 
classification.

RIGHT TO EQUAL BEER?
In Craig v. Boren, a 1976 

case, Ginsburg took a round-
about road to protecting 
women’s rights by arguing 
that women should not be al-
lowed to purchase beer at an 
earlier age than men. The law 
in question was an Oklahoma 
statute that allowed women to 
purchase low-beer at age 18 

but forbade men to purchase 
it before they turned 21.

Ginsburg filed an amicus 
brief on behalf of the ACLU, 
honing in on the old-fash-
ioned gender stereotypes em-
bodied by the law. The court 
agreed, determining for the 
first time that laws that hinged 
on sex should pass intermedi-
ate scrutiny — a standard of 
judicial review that hinged on 
whether the law was related 
to a legitimate governmental 
objective. 

WOMEN ON JURIES
In 1979, Ginsburg argued 

Duren v. Missouri, a case in 
which a Missouri man ac-
cused of murder argued he 
could not get a fair trial be-
cause of a law that made jury 
service optional for women. 
She told the court that such 
exemptions did not just make 
the jury pool unfair; it deval-
ued women’s contributions to 

juries.
The Court agreed 8-1 and 

held the underrepresentation 
of women on local juries was 
due to their exclusion from 
the jury selection process. 
“Exempting all women be-
cause of the...domestic re-
sponsibilities of some women 
is insufficient justification for 
their disproportionate exclu-
sion,” the court ruled.

EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK
Ginsburg had argued for 

equal rights for women as 
an attorney. As a Justice, she 
argued just as eloquently 
from behind the bench, 
even setting the stage for 
groundbreaking legislation. 
In Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Co., Lily Ledbetter 
sued her employer for what 
she alleged was discriminato-
ry pay. 

Though she started out at 
the same salary as her male 

coworkers, by the end of their 
tenure at Goodyear, she made 
thousands less a year than 
other men at her job. Ledbet-
ter claimed this was because 
of discriminatory employee 
evaluations and sued Good-
year based on Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which holds that covered em-
ployers cannot discriminate 
on the basis of gender, and the 
Equal Pay Act.

The case hinged on wheth-
er Ledbetter had the right to 
sue years after the alleged dis-
crimination took place. The 
5-4 majority held that she did 
not file her claim in a timely 
manner. But Ginsburg and 
three of her colleagues dis-
agreed. 

In her 2007 dissent, which 
she read from the bench (a 
rare move for any justice), she 
argued the Civil Rights Act’s 
180-day time limit should not 
apply in the case of discrimi-

natory pay since gender-based 
discrimination can happen 
gradually.

“A worker knows imme-
diately if she is denied a 
promotion or transfer,” said 
Ginsburg. “Compensation 
disparities, in contrast, are of-
ten hidden from sight.”

This cramped interpreta-
tion of the law, she argued, was 
incompatible with the law’s 
purpose concluding, “The ball 
is in Congress’ court.” 

Congress took up Gins-
burg’s battle cry. In 2009, Pres-
ident Obama signed the Lily 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which 
amended the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 to reset the statute of 
limitations on equal-pay law-
suits with every paycheck.

A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE
Throughout her time on 

the Supreme Court, Ginsburg 
has stood firm on a woman’s 
right to have an abortion. In 

her 2016 concurrence to the 
Whole Women’s Health v. 
Hellerstedt opinion, in which 
the Court ruled that Tex-
as cannot restrict abortion 
services that unduly burden 
women who seek an abor-
tion, she delivered a rousing 
defense of a woman’s right to 
choose.

She did so alone. No other 
justice signed on to her con-
currence, in which she wrote 
that many medical proce-
dures, including childbirth, 
are far more dangerous than 
abortion and said that the 
Texas law restricting abor-
tions was, “beyond rational 
belief.” The law, “cannot sur-
vive judicial inspection,” she 
wrote in the scathing docu-
ment. 

The verdict was seen as a 
victory for women’s reproduc-
tive rights, and another exam-
ple of Ginsburg’s staunch de-
fense of women.

GINSBURG
FROM PAGE 3B

fitting for the great author and 
scientist that she represented. 
She is planning in the near fu-
ture to visit Hilltop Farm, the 
setting for the home that Potter 
loved so well. 

Prior presentations have 
portrayed Jane Austen, Mary 
Todd Lincoln, Elizabeth 
Browning and Dolly Madison. 
Miller has acting experience 
of more than 30 years and 
has been touring the country 
through the Friends of Library 
Program. 

She definitely brought to life 
by her use of vocal inflections 
and gestures a very believable 
Beatrix Potter.
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first campground.
Many times Rosie asks 

me, “What are you frowning 
about?” and I usually answer 
her by saying something stu-
pid like, “I am not frowning. 
I am just vertically exercising 
my forehead which makes me 
think better.” 

She usually doesn’t believe 
me and replies, “You look 
prettier when you let go and 
smile.” I don’t know if that is a 
compliment or a dig because I 
have to think of all the ramifi-
cations of a male being called 
beautiful. 

I am a little skeptical of that 
term when I let my hair get a 
little long and Rosie asked me 

if she needs to curl the hair 
above my ears. That is almost 
as insulting as when Rosie 
asks me to do a mundane task 
of getting the lid off a jar of 
pickles or canned tomatoes. 
I absolutely have to do it be-
cause I must retain my image 
of being manly and strong. 

I don’t mean strong 
smelling, but many times I 
am guilty of that and under 
odor armor doesn’t seem to 
help. I will huff and puff and 
sound like Miss Piggy to get 
the stupid lid off those said 
containers, and I will even 
threaten to go out to the barn 
to get the plumbing pliers. 

It is really bad when I can’t 
get a lid open because Rosie 
will say, “Give me that jar.” 
She joyfully skips over to the 

sink and runs some hot water 
on the lid and then gives it 
a thump on its bottom and 
then as the can opens she 
says, “Sometimes you have 
to use your brain, too.” Then 
I am ready to go to the barn 
and do something that takes 
real muscle power or go out 
to the pasture and start taking 
out fence. 

Maybe that is my way 
of getting things done that 
require actually working. 

Anyway, everybody let’s 
lighten up when times get 
tough and we can’t get the 
lid off.    

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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international peace and un-
derstanding through sport. 
But critics like David Gold-
blatt, professor of history at 

Pitzer College and author of 
“The Games: A Global History 
of the Olympics,” point to nu-
merous times when Olympic 
officials turned a blind eye to 
violent human rights violations 
in order to ensure the games 
went on. 

TERRORISM AND THE GAMES
Even one of the darkest 

chapters of Olympic history 
didn’t lead to a cancellation of 
the games. In 1972, an armed 
band of Palestinian terrorists 
attacked the Israeli compound 
at the Olympic Village in Mu-
nich, Germany, killing two 
Israeli athletes and holding an-
other nine hostage. In the ensu-

ing standoff, all nine remaining 
Israeli athletes were murdered. 
Instead of calling off the Mu-
nich games, Olympic officials 
continued the competition af-
ter a two-day suspension. 

The 1996 summer games 
in Atlanta, Georgia, were also 
allowed to go on after a home-
made bomb exploded during 
a free concert in Centennial 
Olympic Park. Two people 
died in the early-morning blast 
and more than a hundred were 
injured, but only a few hours 
later, the president of Atlan-
ta’s Olympic organizing com-
mittee said, "The spirit of the 
Olympic movement mandates 
that we continue."
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A special display in the Paris Public Library accompanies the 
one-person performance about the life of Beatrix Potter by 
highlighting some of the children’s stories Potter wrote. 

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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